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than Le. In the matter of illustrations the
modern ‘Nour-ed-Dyn’ leaves much to be
desired, but this, of course, is not the author's
fault.

OUR LIBRARY TABLE.

WE have on our table a large-paper copy, with
prices and purchasers’ names, of the Biblio-
theca Sunderlandiana : a Catalogue of the Sunder-
{and Library (removed from Blenheim Palace),
with bibliographical notes, compiled by Mr.
John Lawler, 2 vols. The issue of a limited
anumber of copies on large paper of the Sunder-
land Catalogue forms a tit ending to that remark-
able sale, the renown of which will live for ever
in the annals of bibliography. In its present
form the catalogue appears in two handsome
volumes, which we forcece will in years to come
excite nearly as much contention in sale-rooms as
did many of the choice articles contained in it.
Even small-paper copies of the five portions of
the great Sunderland Catalogue will be hence-
forward in great request, and right heartily do
we commend the exemplary industry, skill, and
bibliographical learning displayed by Mr. John
Lawler in its compilation. We do this all the
more readily because we have noticed that
lic has avoided exaggeration in the description
of the rarer articles at the same time that he
has pointed out their exceptional importance.
The auctioneers entrusted with the sale could
not have selected any one better qualified to
describe the contents of the great Sunderland
Library, the richness and variety of which were
<quite unknown up to the date of the sales for
swhich the several catalogues were issued.

“Tue history of diplomacy,” Mr. Barnett
Smith remarks, ‘“is full of incidents as romantic
as any which are to be found in fiction”; and so,
under the title of Half-Howrs with some Famous
Ambassadois, he has told in a popular style some
of the incidents connected with the careers of
Talleyrand, Gondomar, the Chevalier d’'Eon, and
others. The volume is well suited for the public
for which it is intended, being written in
simple language, laudably free from fine writing.
Mr. Fisher Unwin is the publisher.

Muzs. Hovstoun'stwo volumescalled 4 FFoman’s
Memories of Well-Known Men (White & Co.)
contain little of interest. Several of her state-
ments, too, arc of doubtful accuracy and many
passages are in doubtful taste. A writer who
speaks of ‘‘ Professor Darwin ”” and who believes
#hat Pius IX. was Pope in 1842 is not likely to
trouble herself to be exact. A large number of
the proper names are misspelt, whether through
the carelessness of the author or the printer it is
Liard to say.

LIST OF NEW BOOKS.
ENGLISH.

Theology.
Spurgeon's (C. IT.) Present Truth, a Collection of Sermons
preachied at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, cr. 8vo. 3,6 cl.

Philosophy.
Ground’s (Rev. W. D.) Examination of the Btructural
Principles of Mr. H. 8pencer's Philosophy, 8vo. 10/5 cl.

Philology.
Herodotus, Bock 8, with Text and Commentary founded on
the best Authorities, by J. Murray, cr. 8vo. 2/ cl,
Science.
Donaldson’s (W.) Poncelet Turbine and Water Pressure
Engine and Pump, 4to. 5/ cl.
dleaford’s (A. 8.) 5trains on Braced Iron Archesand Arched
Iron Bridges, cr. 8vo. 6/ ¢l.
Reis (P.), Inventor of the Telephone, a Biographical 8ketch,
&c.. by 8. P. Thempson, 8vo. 7/6 cl.
General Literature,
Andersen’s (H. C.) Snow Queen, illust. by T. Pym, 5/ bds.
Beale's (A.) Bquire Lisie’s Bequest, 3 vols, cr. 8vo. 31/ cl.
Braddon’s (Miss) Golden Calt, 12mo. 2/ bds.
FYenn's (G. M.) Dutch the Diver, 12mo. 2/ bds.
Ttowe's (C. J.) Bond of Disunion, or English Misrule in the
Colonies, cr. svo. 12/ ¢l.
Thring's (Rev. E.) Theory and Practice of Teaching, 6/ cl.

FOREIGN.

Theolegy.
Hurter (T.): Nomenclator Recentioris Theologie Catholice,
Vol 2, Parts 1 and 2, Tm. 20.
Maybaum (8.): Die Euntwickelung d. Israelitischen Pro-
hetenthums, 4m,

Fine Art,

Yiollet-le-Duc : Les Eglises de Paris, Sfr.
Ihistory and Brgraphy.
Dufour (T.) : Lettres & Quinet (134)-1433), 3ir. 50.
Mahrenholtz (R.): Voltaire im Urtheile der Z-it genossen, 3m.
Ructe (12.): Die Correspondenz Ciceros in dea J. 44 u, 43,
2in. 40,

Geograpiy.

Avalle (E.): Notices sur les Colonies Anglaises, 10fr.

THE BRIDE'S CHAMBER.
A SUMMER MORNING.
1

At length the yellowing east erew barred with pink,
The casement tlushed and chattered to a brecze,
The reoks outside were stirring in the trees,

The sun’s rim ro<e above a golden brink :

I heard the earliest anvil's tingling c¢link
Across the farm ; the cattle on the leas
Began to low. I watched her; by degrees

Sleep's rosy fetters melted, link by link,

What dream was hers? ller eyelids shook with

tears,

And when the bright eyes opened, scared and blue,
She subbed I know not what of passionate fears :

“ You 'll not forsake me now ; there is but you!”
Then told me what God’s Angel of the Years

Had whispered of wild love; and* Was it true?”

1.

Asif to lend the Morning fragrancy,

She rose and oped the casement : round the girl,

Like drops of suushine firing cach fair curl,

The dews fell giittering from the jasmine tree.

She turned and smiled and kissed her hand at me !
Ah, what wild-rose whose petals half unfurl,

Or creamyrose-bud veined with mother-of-pearl,
Mizht match that hand?  Ah, what so fair as she ?
Not Morn herself-—not Morn with all her tlowers,

Though rich scents rose of hay and meadow-sweet,
And dead the Night layand the bright-limbed Hours

Seemed clustered round—secined staying their

golden feet—

Seemed drawing apart, with tremulous hands but

certain,

Fold after fold of Morning’s rudily curtain !

THREE YEARS AFTER.
BENEATH tlie loveliest dream there coils a fear : —
Last night came she whose eyes are memories
now;
Her far-off gaze scemed all-forgetful how
Love dimmed them cence, so calm they shone and
clear,

“Sorrow,” I said, “ hath made me old, my dear;
'Tis I, indeed, but gricf doth change the brow—
A love like mine a seraph’s neck might bow,

Vigils like mine would bianch an angel’s hair,”

Ob, then I saw, I saw the sweet lips move !

1 saw the love-mists thickening in her cyes,—

I heard a wordless melody of love
Like murmur of dreaming brooks in Paradise ;

And when upon my neck she fell, my dove,

I knew the curls, though heavy of amaranth-
spice. THEODORE WaTTs,

THE SIIAPIRA MS. OF DEUTERONOMY.

WrrHouT at present passing an opinion on the
genuineness or otherwise of the fragments of
Deuteronomy now under examination by me in
the British Museum, I herewith give the text of
the Decalogue and an improved version of the
translation which appeared in the Times of
August 3rd. In the next issue of the Athenewm
I hope to give the other portions of the text in
their proper sequence, commencing with the
beginning of Deuteronomy.
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“I am God, thy God, which liberated thee
from the land of Lgypt, from the house of
bondage.  Ye shall have no other gods. Ye
shall not make to yourselves any graven image,
nor any likeness that is in heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the
waters under the earth.  Ye shall not bow
down to them nor serve them. I am God, your
God. Sanctify...... in six days I have made the
heaven and the earth, and all that is therein, and
rested on the seventh day, therefore rest thou
also, thou and thy cattle and all that thou
hast: I am God, thy God. Honour thy father
and thy mother that thy days may be pro-
longed : I am God, thy God. Thou shalt not
kill the person of thy brother: I am God, thy
God. Thou shalt not commit adultery with
tho wife of thy ncighbour: 1 am God, thy God.
Thou shalt not steal the property of thy brother :
I am God, thy God. Thou shalt not swear by
my name falscly, for I visit the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation of those who take my name
in vain: I amn God, thy God. Thou shalt not
bear false witness against thy brother: 1 am
God, thy God. Thou shalt not covet the wife
...... or his manservant, or his maidservant, or
anything thatis his: I am God, thy God. Thou
shalt not hate thy brother in thy he[art] : I am
God, thy God. These ten words (or command-
ments) God spake...... R

1. Every commandment begins a fresh line and
finishes with the refrain ““I am God, thy God.”

2. In the Decalogue portion the words are not
only divided, but thercgs a point after every
word, as in the MoabitesStone.

3. There is not only no stop after the particles
N and Nﬁ, but these two expressions are
closely connected with the respective words to
which they belong, so as to form one expression.

4. In the one slip containing the Decalogue
which I translated for the 7Times the words

T 1OONY u‘]_)‘) are absent, but they are in
tho other slip which contains a duplicate of the
Decalogue.  This is cither due to an omission
on the part of the scribe, or indicates that it is
intended as a diflerent recension.

5. Instead of AN (here line 17 from the
top) one recension seems to have DAN.

6. The slips not only exhibit two, if not three,
duplicate or triplicate texts, but two distinct
handwritings of apparently the same archaic
letters. .

7. The verb M7 (line 1) does not occur
in the Hebrew Scriptures, though derivatives
in O™, “free-born, nobles,” occur (1 Kings
xxi. 8; Isaiah xxxiv. 12, &c). It, however,
occurs in ghe Targum, "ADR MO, ¢
liberate my bondmaid ' (Genesis xvi. 3).
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8. Neither does the phrase 'Tﬂ')N D.‘l'm,
“God, thy God,” occur in the Old Testament.
May I suggest that those scholars who may
wish to take part in the discussion on the nature
and character of these fragments should first
inspect them before they commit themselves to
any strong opinion? An examination of the
slips themselves is alike due to fair criticism
and to Mr. Shapira.
CuristiaN D. GINSBURG.

P.S.—The following letter, giving an account
of the manner in which he came into possession
of the fragments of Deuteronomy, was kindly
communicated to me by Mr. Shapira :—

¢ Cannon Street Hotel, London, Aug. 7, 1883.

““DeAR Dr. GINsBURG,—In reference to the
history of the embalmed manuscript I have to
tell you, if allowed, the following.

“In July, 1878, the Sheik Machmud Arakat,
the well-known chief of the guides from Jeru-
salem to the Jordan, paid me the customary visit.
It is an Oriental custom to visit every respect-
able gentleman soon after he returns from a
journey, and such visits are in general made
with great pomp. A father brings all his sons
and relations ; an officer all who are under
his command, &c. As it happened that
the Sheik had Bedouin of the East in his
house, he, of course, brought them all with him.
Of course they had a hundred questions to
ask about the result of the Russo-Turkish war—
whether the Russians were really near Stamboul,
and whether the Sultan would allow it, &e.

‘‘ Now it was my turn to ask them about new
discoveries, when one of them said to the Sheik
that we Europeans, who are so rich, ought not to
seek more riches by taking away the charms and
talismans of their country. And he related how
a black bundle of inscribed pieces of leather
made a poor man who kept them in honour very
wealthy, whilst others who cast them away are
yet as poor as himself. As he mentioned a place
very well known to me, and that the pieces
of his neighbour (it seems) smelt like chumar
(asphalte), I wished to know something more
about them ; but as I was afraid to make the
man suspicious by my eagerness, I asked advice
from Sheik Machmud about it. He thought
that the best thing would be that I should
come the next day to his house to a dinner
party, and he would arrange so that I might be
able to bring out everything I wished. I heard
the next day only the further particulars that
some men of his acquaintance had hidden them-
selves, in the time when the Wali of Damascus
was fighting the Arabs, in caves hewn high up
in a rock about ap hour east of Aroar, near the
Modjib. They found there several bundles of old
black linen. They pecled away the linen, and,
behold, instead of geld, which they expected
to find, there were only some black inscribed
strips of leather (called Nekesh, which means
some signs or scratches), which they threw
away (or I believe he said threw into the
fire, but I am not certain); but one of them
picked them up and kept them in great honour
as ¢ , and he became a rich man, worth
three hundred sheep. I asked the Sheik to
employ him (the teller of the story) as a
messenger to bring me some of the pieces that
I might examine them, but the Sheik thought
that that man would not do it, but he knew a man
who is not superstitious at all, and would steal
his own mother-in-law (all old women are
witches or charms) for a few piasters (or a few
hundred piasters). The Sheik told me next day
that he had taken steps in the matter, and that
in about ten or twelve days the man would bring
me a sample of them if the history were true,
only on condition that the messenger should
not enter Jerusalem, as he was afraid of the
Government.

‘‘In about twelve days I got four or five
columns, with a few Phcenician letters visible
upon them ; in eight days more he brought me
about sixteen beautifully written columns; in

eight days more about fifteen, not so well
written ; in eleven or twelve days more four
or five very well-written columns, and I have
not seen the man again. The Sheik died soon,
and I lost every traco that would enable me to
follow the object further.
““ Yours truly and obedicntly,
(Signed) ‘M. W, SuaPIra.”

** HARRIS'B CABINET.”
Leytonstone.

Mzr. A. W. Tuer has recently placed in my
hands a set of original editions of four little
books belonging to ‘“ Harris's Cabinet,” a well-
known serics of nursery books published early
in the present century by one of the successors
of Newbcry. They formed part of the cclebrated
Flaxman Collection recently dispersed by Messrs.
Christie, Manson & Woods, when Mr. Tuer
became their fortunate possessor. There is a
very good set of the original series in the
British Museum; but I have not hitherto had
the good fortune to see them elsewhere. The
first book in this series was ‘The Butterfly's
Ball,” which appeared in January, 1807. It was
followed in the same year by ‘ The Peacock at
Home ' (a sequel to ¢ The Butterfly’s Ball’), ‘The
Elephant's Ball,” and ¢ The Lion's Masquerade’;
and it is of these four that I think a brief
account might be interesting to your readers.

¢ The Butterfly’s Ball’ first appeared in the
November number of the Gentlemun’s Magazine,
where it is said to have been written by William
Roscoe, M. P. for Liverpool, the author of ¢ The
Life of Leo X.,” and well known in the literary
circles of his day, for the use of his children,
and set to music by order of their Majesties for
the Princess Mary. When they were printed
in book form, in January, 1807, the text and pic-
tures were engraved together on copper-plates;
but in the edition which appeared subsequently
there were many variations from the first. The
allusions to ¢* little Robert’—evidently William
Roscoe’s son—do not occur in the latter ; and
many slight improvements, tending to make the
verses more rhythmical and flowing, are intro-
duced. The whole passage,—

Then close on hig Haunches, so solemn and wise,

The Frog from a Corner, looked up to the Skies. .

And the Squirrel well pleas’d such Diversions to sco
Mounted high over Head, and looked down from a Tree.
Then out came the Spider, with Finger so fine,

To shew his Dexterity on the tight Line.

From one Branch to another, his Cobwebs he slung,

Then quick as an Arrow he darted along,

But just in the Middle,—Oh ! shocking to tell,

From his Rope, in an Instant, poor Harlequin fell.

Yet he touch’d not the Ground, but with Talons outspread,
Hung suspended in Air, at the end of a Thread.

Then the Grasshopper came with a Jerk and a Spring,

Very long was his Leg, though but short was his Wing;

Ie took but three Leaps, and was soon out of Sight,

Then chirp'd his own Praises the rest of the Night,—

is an interpolation in this later edition. It is,
I believe, certain that the verses were written
by Roscoe for his children on the occasion of
the birthday of his son Robert, who was nearly
the youngest of his seven sons. No doubt when
they were copied out for setting to music the
allusions to his own family were omitted by the
author. A correspondent of Notes and Queries—
who is, I belicve, a daughter of the late Sir
George Smart—says, in reference to the question
of the setting of the verses to music, that “ the
MS., in Roscoe’s own handwriting, as sent to
Sir G. Smart for setting to music, is in a valu-
able collection of the antographs bequeathed by
the musician to his daughter. The glee was
written for the three princesses, Augusta, Eliza-
beth, and Mary, daughters of George 1II. and
pupils of Sir George, and was performed by
them during one of their usual visits to Wey-
mouth.”

‘The Peacock at Home’ and ¢ The Lion's
Masquerade’ were, as the title-page puts it,
written by a lady; and we should most likely
have remained in ignorance as to who the lady
was if there had not been published in 1816
another little book of a somewhat similar cha-
racter, entitled ‘The Peacock and Parrot on
their Tour to discover the Author of ‘‘ The Pea-

cock at Home,””’ which, the preface tells us, was
written immediately after the appearance of
¢ The Peacock at Home,” but from various cir-
cumstances laid aside. ‘‘In the opinion of the
publishers,” the preface goes on to say, ““it is
so nearly allied in point of merit to that cele-
brated trifle, that it is introduced at this late.
period.”

The book relates in verse how the peacock

and parrot
—— far as Enpland extends
Then together did travel to visit their friends,
Endeavour to find out the name ot our poet,
And ere we return ten to one that we know it.
After long travelling,

A path strewed with flowers they gaily pursued

And in fancy their long-sought Incognita viewed.

Till all their caresover in Dorset they found her,

And plucking a wreath of green bay-leaves they
crowned her.

In a foot-note is added, ¢ Mrs. Dorset was the
authoress of ¢ The Peacock at Home.’”

Mrs. Dorset, according to a note by Mr. Dyce,
which appears on the fly-leaf of a copy of ¢ Tho
Peacock at Home’ in the Dyce and Forster Col-
lection at South Kensington, was sister to Char-
Iotte Smith., Their maiden name was Turner.
The British Muscum Catalogue says Mrs.
Dorset also wrote ¢ Think before you Speak, or
the Three Wishes,” which is the last on the list
of books in ‘“Harris’s Cabinet.”

It scems to be clear that the same lady wrote
‘ The Lion’s Masquerade’ and ¢ The Peacock at.
Home,’ for in ‘ The Lioness’s Ball’ (a companion
to ‘The Lion’s Masquerade’) tho dedication
begins thus:—

I do not, fair Dorset, I do not aspire,
With notes so unhallowed as mine,

To touch the sweet strings of thy beautiful lyre,
Or covet the praise that is thine,

Iregret that I am unable to offerany conjecture
here as to the ‘“ W. B.” who wrote ¢ The Ele-
phant’s Ball,” except that the same initials
appear to an appendix to an edition of ¢ Good
Two Shoes,’ published some time before 1780.

Besides the interest and merit of these little
books on literary grounds, these earlier editions
are specially noteworthy because they were
illustrated by the painter Mulready, and the
drawings he made for them are amongst the
earliest efforts of his genius, they having been
executed before he had reached man’s estate. It
is not a little interesting to note in this con-
nexion how many artists who have risen to
eminence have at the outset of their career becn
employed in illustrating books for children. 1t
would, indeed, appear that in bygone times the
veriest tyro was considered capable of furnishing
the necessary embellishments for books for the
nursery—a state of things which, I need not.
say, happily does not obtain in the present day.
These and many other little books of a bygone
time abound in instructive indications of the
beginnings of genius which has subsequently
delighted the world with its masterpieces.

In connexion with Mulready and children’s
books, it may be interesting to note that in
1835 a little book called ‘The Looking-Glass’
was published, said to be written by William
Godwin, under the name ‘‘ Theophilus Mark-
liffe.” This work is the history and early |
adventures of a young artist; and it is known
that it was compiled from a conversation with
Mulready, who was then engaged in illustrating
some juvenilo books for the author, and the
facts in it relate to the painter’s early life. It
contains illustrations of the talent of tho subject
done at three, five, and six ycars old, which are
presumed to be imitations of Mulready’s own
drawings at the samo ages.

CoarrLes WELSH,

*,* Mr. Welsh's date is wrong. ¢ The Look-
ing-Glass’ originally appeared in 1806, and the
name is spelt *‘ Marclitte.”

SALE.
Tnur sale of the Stourhead heirlooms, com-
prising the topographical library of the late Sir
Richard Colt Hoare, Bart., remarkable as con-



